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CHENEY YAMAHA 250

An Ultra-Lightweight Chassis
Conversion For The Popular DT1

Cheney began modifying and
making speculized componests for
molocios machines in » shop the size

IN THE 19503, ex.works sides Enic

producuig one of the lightest and best
handling thasus kus available
nlike some manufacturers. Cheney

does not build one “umiversal™ kit to fit
“most™ engines Rather, he builds his
Kits for use with specific powerplants to
insure proper handling

As with the other models, the Yama-
ha version s available in two siages. 3
complele chassis and a basic frame kit
Our test machive was constructed from
the hassis kit. which is, tn €very mpect,
2 complete motorcycle, less engine and
clextrical components

The basic frame kit, on the othicr
band. 15 designed for the person who
alicady owns 2 250 Yamaha. butdesirea
a “profemional” liandling mount The
Xit contains the following! the frame
and swinging wrm asembly, foldusg
footpegs. a brake pecal fhut will work
on ellher tbe right or left nde.a | S-al
B35 tank. liminum fenders. ascleancr
box and side pancis, an cxp ansion cham
ber, modified Konl shock absorbers, and
the necessary bushings and spacers to
adopt the stock Yamaha rear wheel and

builds hu mickelplated,
single backbone, double<radic {rames
from Reynolds 531 tubing. Am -

foam clement, shares the space undes
the seat with the expansion chamber,
which exits on ihe loft de Just beyoad
the upper shock mount The upper
shock mounting bolis serve as mount-
ing points for the sluminum side panels.

The forks, offenng 6.75 in ofiravel,
are of Cheirey’s own design and weigh
only 17 Ib. Weight reduction s furiber
a1ded by the use of Elcker onhuba and
alloy nms Dry weight 5198 Ib

Of interea 15 Cheney's method of
rear axl¢ adjustment Ecoenin plates.
tocated al Ihe rear axlc. are rotated until
Proper chain tension is achieved The
fear whieel's posilion & maintained by &
facking key which (15 intothe adjasting
plates” tlottei outer edge. As long as the
omesponding sot s cngaged by the
locking key on cach side. the rear wheel
will be in slignment with the swiaging
arm assembly.

Cdeney Yamaha loaned to v for
testing took 3 Little grusng used 10. Bull
uiy caropages the machine in moto-
1088 events across the country aud has
considerably modified the DT eapine
Plenty of power is avadlable. bul the
unit must be kept high vp In tbe rpm
range Auded by a fivespeed. ciose-atio
searbox, however, the Cheaey Yamaha
$e13 1t on

The rough termun countered in
molox 1053 makes 3 standiag pootioa
dmost mandatory. and the handicbar-
footpeg relationship us just vightfor taas.
The scat and nacrow gas taak do not
wnterfere in any wa:

Handling due to the Ighr weght,
can best be deanibed as uper respon-
sive_ Dampeniog. botb front and rear. s
excellent, 4ad the Cheney bas 0o len
descy’ 10 overdoft the front wheel
unleD the nder desres it Bakimg
howevet. i5 almost100 severe

Cheney Yamahas are cwreaity ava-
able from Cheney Imports L1d. 24 E
Seteno Drive, Colorsdo Sprogs, Colo
Frame kils etail for $598 The chasas
kit sells for $995
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